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‘I could never go to college’
Hobo Johnson and the Lovemakers performed at Wild Fest, a new addition to Student Appreciation Day

Shawna Hettick/The Observer

Nick Tucker

Senior News Reporter

Wild Fest was attended by hundreds
of CWU students on May 23, with a variety of activities, food and musical guests.
Bounce houses were set up by 2 p.m.
and included slides, sumo wrestling,
boxing, and obstacle courses. Food
was provided by CWU Catering Services, with free sliders, teriyaki sticks,
quesadillas and more for the student
attendees. Only CWU students were

admitted into Wild Fest. The musical
guests included CWU freshman Matthew Wiemals, also known as DJ Sparrow. Wiemals began his performance
at 6 p.m., playing electronic dance music (EDM). According to Wiemals, he
has been performing for eight years,
including on 88.1 the ‘Burg’s Friday
night show called Electropolis which
he hosts with eight other student DJs.
This is Wiemals’ first time performing
live at CWU.
“Basically, my whole goal of perform-

ing is to just have a party, for everyone to
just have fun,” Wiemals said. “I’m hoping to make a name for myself out here.
Being able to play on the radio is such a
great opportunity but I’m really hoping
to show people what I can do live today.”
Wild Fest culminated with a performance by Hobo Johnson and the Lovemakers, a hip-hop and spoken word
band from Sacramento, California. According to Hobo Johnson, also known
as Frank Lopes Jr., he came up with the
stage name after being kicked out of his

‘Fuego’ fashion to be showcased

house by his father when he was 19 and
having to live in his car.
“I could never go to college. I could
never find the inner strength to get myself to do it every day. I have so much respect for all of you who can do it,” Lopes
said. “At the end of the day what I want
[to come across in my music] is to share
your feelings, I think a lot of people bottle
it up and I think people should voice how
they feel.”

Continued on Page 3

In this issue

Mary Park
Staff Reporter

Whether you follow the most recent trends, throw on whatever is not
in the laundry basket or you just really enjoyed watching “The Devil Wears
Prada,” fashion is something we all deal
with every day.
However, something people might
not think about is the amount of work
that goes into producing a high-quality garment.
Inside Room 210 of Michaelsen Hall,
you can hear music and the whirring of
sewing machines in the background and
see student designers measuring, marking, pinning, cutting and hand-sewing
their garments.

Continued on Page 5

Employment, Page 10

Craft brewing, Page 8

Georgia Mallett/The Observer

Club baseball, Page 15
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Your Editor-in-Chief, for the last time

Mariah Valles/The Observer

(Left) The newsroom was decorated with streamers, balloons and photos of the editorial staff on April Fools Day. The Editor-in-Chief, Mariah Valles, told the staff maintenance would require the newsroom to
be empty when really, she was pranking them with the “decorations.” (Right) In early May, somebody on the editorial staff, still undetermined, misplaced newsroom furniture to get back at Valles.

Mariah Valles
Editor-in-Chief

When I began my journey with
The Observer in winter 2018, I never
thought I’d become a section editor, let
alone the Editor-in-Chief. This week,
for the last time, I’m writing as the Editor-in-Chief. Coming to this decision
was not easy, but because I am a broadcast major, it’s time to make Central
News Watch my priority as I enter my
senior year of college.
After two terms of being the Editor-in-Chief, there’s been a lot I’ve
soaked in. It’s not yet determined who
will take over after myself, but there are
a few things I’d like to say.
Your position is a privilege, not
a right
This is the most important to me.
Letting titles and power get to your
head will do nothing but hurt you. Take
on the mindset of “I’ve earned this”
rather than “I deserve this.” If you barge
in hot headed and angry, demanding
the impossible, nobody is going to

want to work with you. Be reasonable
and don’t forget your staff is your team,
without them you have nothing.
Mistakes will happen
This is one of the hardest things to
come to terms with. The whole part of
your job is to guide your staff, not chastise them. If somebody makes a mistake,
pull them aside and talk to them about
it. No need to yell or point fingers, just
talk. Be a mentor. Run the correction
immediately online and in print the following week. Don’t make people afraid
to admit their mistakes. If that happens,
the newspaper is less credible.
It’s okay to have some fun
Being serious all of the time will
not only make your time forgetful, but
dreadful. Don’t be afraid to encourage
inevitable newsroom chaos at times.
When I first stepped into my position
I was all business, no fun. No jokes.
No laughter. Okay, I’m being dramatic
but in my second term I let my guard
down, trusted my staff and still made
something to be proud of. Some of my

fondest memories of college were made
in the newsroom.
I couldn’t have gotten through this
quarter without my co-workers and
friends in the newsroom.
Cassandra Hays (Scene) should be
recognized for her organization, creativity and overall attitude.
Jack Belcher (News) should be recognized for his eye for news and dedication to creative headlines.
Nick Jahnke (Sports) should be recognized for his ability to learn InDesign and manage a sports section after
not writing a single sports story prior
to the start of the quarter.
Shawna Hettick (Photo) should be
recognized for her passion for photography and making The Observer a priority, even if it meant using her lunch
break to take photos.
Will Yi (Design) should be recognized for his flexibility regarding the
double truck and willingness to create
last minute graphics.
TyYonna Kitchen (Copy Desk)
should be recognized for her outstanding dedication to editing stories.

Hanson Lee (Opinion & Engagement)
should be recognized for attempt at making the newspaper visually appealing.
Ben Wheeler (Online & Social Media) should be recognized for his communication skills.
Rune Torgersen (Online & Social Media) should be recognized for his eagerness to learn and adapt based off critique.
Nick Tucker (Senior News Reporter)
should be recognized for his preparedness to cover last minute, but meaningful events.
Bryce Weedman (Senior Sports Reporter) should be recognized for not
being afraid to say what’s on his mind.
Just because I won’t be the Editor-in-Chief any longer doesn’t mean
I won’t be close by. If anybody needs
anything, at any time, just @ me in a
random group chat.
The Staff should be recognized for
their dedication to the student newspaper and being a part of CWU history.
For the last time,
Mariah Valles
Editor-in-Chief

The Observer Staff
Editor-in-Chief: Mariah Valles
News Editor: Jack Belcher
Scene Editor: Cassandra Hays
Sports Editor: Nick Jahnke
Photo Editor: Shawna Hettick
Opinion & Engagement Editor: Hanson Lee
Copy Desk Chief: TyYonna Kitchen
Online & Social Media Manager: Rune Torgersen
Online & Social Media Manager: Ben Wheeler
Senior Sports Reporter: Bryce Weedman
Senior News Reporter: Nick Tucker
Editorial Policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which student
editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of The Observer is two-fold; to serve
Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students who are
seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate, dependable
information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the free debate
of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the best source of
information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, The Observer is the
practical application of the theories and principles of journalism. It teaches students to analyze
and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of the community at large.
It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values and skills needed to succeed in their
chosen career. If you have questions or concerns, email us at cwuobserver@gmail.com.

Faculty Adviser: Francesco Somaini
Email: cwuobserveradviserFS@gmail.com
Advertising: Cait Dalton
Email: caitilin.dalton@cwu.edu
Central Washington University
400 East University Way
Lind Hall 109
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Content published in this newspaper does not reflect the
views or decisions of Central Washington University. We
are proudly independent from all university affairs. For
all questions relating to content, we invite you to email us
at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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Hobo Johnson performs at Wild Fest

Shawna Hettick/The Observer

Hobo Johnson was the main performer at Wild Fest. They came on stage at 8 p.m. and played several of their songs for students, who sang along. Wild Fest was a part of Student Appreciation Day, which for
the first time, was held at the Recreation Sports Complex

Continued from Page 1
Hobo Johnson and the Lovemakers finished their set with their single
“Peach Scone” before the audience
began chanting for an encore. Lopes
obliged, asking if any of the students in
the audience could play “Wonderwall”
on guitar, picking out one student from
the crowd who played the song on guitar while the audience sang along.
Earlier during the event from 1-4
p.m. was the Hip Hop Rodeo. It featured a graffiti artist showcase, an MC
battle and breakdance battles while
the rest of Wild Fest was being set up.
The Hip Hop Rodeo was hosted by the
Hip Hop Central club which invites
artists and performers from around
the country to practice their different
crafts and judge the different battles.
MCing the event was ASCWU VP for
Equity and Community Affairs Maurice Watkins III. Watkins has been a
part of previous years’ Hip Hop Rodeos and said that he told himself for the
past year that he would host the event
this time around.
“Hip hop is an opportunity for folks
to come have fun and learn about others’ experiences through their art,”
Watkins said. “Ellensburg doesn’t have
a lot of hip hop, so we wanted to come
out and share it with others. I wouldn’t
want to be anywhere else.”

Hip hop has four elements: DJs, MCs,
breakdancing and graffiti. Members of
Hip Hop Central meet on Thursdays
from 8-9:30 p.m. in the Recreation Center, with different areas for people to
practice different elements of hip-hop.
All four of those elements were
showcased at the Hip Hop Rodeo.
The DJ for the event was 36-year-old
Lars “SoulRane” Sverre from Los Vegas, Nevada who said that he wants to
show people that hip hop isn’t as intimidating as they sometimes think.
“It’s hard to have skills, but not to
practice,” Sverre said.
Sverre DJed for the B-boy (breakdance) battle, while finalists Bryan Reyes
and Steel Will competed for the trophy.
Reyes is a 24-year-old from Tri Cities, Washington who has been dancing for 10 years. Will, a 37-year-old
from Los Angeles, California, has been
dancing for 12 years and is currently in the Army, stationed at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord (JBLM). The previous
rounds were judged by audience applause. The final round, however, was
judged by experienced dancers who
were hiding in the audience. When the
judges came out they proclaimed Will
the winner.
The graffiti element was represented
by a group of artists who each painted
one piece inspired by CWU and one
freestyle piece of their choosing. Trevor Braden, 32, said that he has been
painting for 15 years, starting in Top-

penish, Washington where he grew up
and still lives. Most of the pieces that
he paints are inspired by Native American art styles and comic books.
“It’s always been associated with
gang stuff with people marking their
territory,” Braden said. “Nowadays, it’s
really separated, there are people who
make thousands or millions from graffiti art.”
Braden said that he has done events

all over the state in order to help
spread the art form that he is passionate about. He thinks that graffiti
is largely frowned-upon in areas like
Ellensburg and hopes people want to
learn more about it.
“I want to expose this area to graffiti
art, I hope they keep doing this event
and it keeps going on for many years,”
Braden said.

Sugar Thai Cuisine
The Best of Thai Food

10% Off Any Purchase Sugar Thai Cuisine
(509).933.4224 • Fax (509).933.4288
306 N Pine St, Ellensburg, WA 98926

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9:30pm
Sun. Noon - 9pm
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Opposing the work study funding cuts
Nick Tucker

Senior News Reporter

The Trump administration has proposed to cut over 50 percent of funding
for the work-study program, and now the
Democratic majority in the U.S. House of
Representatives has introduced a bill to
give that funding back.
Earlier this spring, the Trump administration released its 2020 spending proposal. As happens for all of the White
House’s budget proposals, the next step
is for Congress to decide whether to approve, amend or reject it entirely. The
midterm elections gave the Democrats
control of the House of Representatives,
which puts them in the position they are
in now: having the ability to, for the first
time since they took the majority, craft
their own spending bill and reject the
White House’s proposal. The bill has to
move through the senate and some are
worried that the Republican majority will
vote it down there.
For many students, their work-study
jobs cover a lot of their tuition and living costs. CWU sophomore Claudia
Estrada works at the library font desk,
and said that without her work-study
job, she would have a much more difficult time finding a job that fits in with
her class schedule.
“The work schedule doesn’t interfere
with my school, and the limit on hours

keeps me from being overworked,” Estrada said.
Marissa Peach, a 20-year-old business major who works for CWU dining
services said that if she didn’t have her
work-study job, she would have to take
out more loans which would take longer
to pay back.
“15 to 20 percent of my loans are paid
for by my job here,” Peach said. “It’s important to me that I’m able to be paid and
work while going to school.”
Federal work-study funding has remained at around $1.1 billion for the
past few years. The proposal from the
Trump administration would have
cut that to $500 million, limiting the
amount that public colleges could offer
students jobs subsidized by the federal
government. The government pays for
at least half of the students’ salaries,
allowing universities to hire more students, giving students jobs and the university entry-level workers.
The new bill being introduced by the
democratic majority aims to not only
protect work-study funding but add
$304 million to the program. According to Dr. Roger Anderson, who works
at Western Washington University and
is a legislative liaison, work-study has
needed a boost like this.
“When you start to add the effects
of inflation and paying higher salaries,
there’s not enough funding for work-

study and opportunities start to dwindle,”
Anderson said.
In addition to funding work-study, the
new bill raises the maximum amount offered by the Pell Grant, the general part
of federal financial aid students get before
being offered loans, by $150 to $6,345 in
order to keep up with inflation.
This isn’t the first time the Trump
administration has attempted to cut
funding for the Department of Education and, specifically, the work-study
program. Jessica Thompson, director

of policy and planning at the Institute for College Access and Success
told Inside Higher Ed that she is glad
that this trend has continued, and she
hopes the U.S. Senate does the same.
“Advocates for students and colleges
have been very grateful that both Republicans and Democrats have come
together to reject calls from the administration to slash funding for these
programs, and instead providing critical boosts in support two years running,” Thompson said.

College of Arts and Humanities finds new dean
Dez Rodriguez
Staff Reporter

Jill Graper Hernandez will become the
next dean of the College of Arts and Humanities (CAH) starting Aug. 1. Hernandez is currently at the University of Texas
at San Antonio (UTSA) as the associate
dean of University College.
Hernandez was born in Mason City,
Iowa, but has been moving around
most of her life because her father was
in the Air Force. She graduated from
Lakenheath American High School
in England, a department of defense
school mostly made up of dependents
of military personnel. She lived there
for three years before graduating and
deciding on where to go to college
without knowing where her parents
were going to be stationed.
A first generation college student,
she knew that she wanted to go into
law school. Hernandez enrolled at Taylor University in Upland, Indiana. She
started in political science where she described it as the “single most boring class”
in her life.
On a camping trip she overheard
a professor telling a student that law
majors should major in philosophy because philosophy majors have the highest average score on the Law School
Admissions Test (LSAT).
“I didn’t know what philosophy was, but
I needed to major in it,” Hernandez said.
The first semester Hernandez got two
B letter grades. She was used to getting
good grades easily and was attracted to
the challenge philosophy presented.
Hernandez went on to finish her bach-

Courtesy of Jill Graper Hernandez

elor’s, obtained her Master of Arts in philosophy from Texas A&M University and
her Ph.D in philosophy from the University of Memphis.
Now on the verge of stepping in at
CWU, Hernandez said she is excited to
have a unified vision with the university
to be able to create innovative programs.
“I think there’s some room for program growth, new programs that meet
market demand,” Hernandez said. “I’m
really excited to be a leader in the college for diversity.”
Hernandez said CWU wants to increase the number of students that are
students of color, Pell Grant eligible and
military students.
“I know the challenges that face students of color,” Hernandez said. “Of all
the strategic visions that the university
has, I’m really excited about that and I
feel like I can actually be a leader in recruiting and retaining students.”

At UTSA, Hernandez coached the
team that participated in the Ethics Bowl,
a national intercollegiate question competition across different disciplines. She
started the program there, and wants to
bring similar programs to CWU to encourage students to meet new people
studying different majors.
Hernandez gives a lot of credit for
where she is now to her thesis mentor,
John McDermitt, who passed away earlier
this year. Hernandez said one of the main
reasons why she chose CWU is because
faculty at CWU are committed to student
success the way McDermitt was committed to her success back at Texas A&M.
“I just had a colleague email me today… he said McDermitt would be

proud,” Hernandez said. “That is really
important to me.”
Hernandez is moving to Ellensburg
with her husband, Gustavo Hernandez, and two daughters, Allie and Sofie Hernandez. Gustavo Hernandez is a
chef who may open a restaurant close
by. Allie Hernandez is going to be a
freshman at CWU next fall as an art
design student.
“The very first thing that I’m going
to do is going to be listening. Creating
generation geographical change for our
students, I am committed to that,” Hernandez said. “Every decision that we’ll
make as a college will be with an aim
towards that. Every one. If it doesn’t fit,
we won’t do it.”

Pregnant?
You don’t have to
make decisions alone
Visit us:

111 E 4th Ave
Ellensburg, WA

Call or Text:

(509) 925-2273

Find us:

CareNetEllensburg.org

CARING & CONFIDENTIAL
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Designers prepare to showcase clothing

Georgia Mallett/The Observer

Oren Hilligso works on her garments for the upcoming 23rd Annual Fashion Show. Students will be presenting their orginal designs at show,which will take place June
1 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the Milo Smith Tower Theatre.

Continued from Page 1
There are 16 students, all busily working on their clothing lines. Many of them
work in the lab at least 40 hours a week.
On June 1, they will present their
original designs--60 garments in total-at the 23rd annual Fashion Show at Milo
Smith Tower Theatre.
A matinee show will open at 3 p.m.
and an evening show at 7 p.m. with a silent auction before each show. Students
can purchase tickets at the Wildcat Shop
and online for $10 or for $12 at the door.
Non-students pay $12.
Andrea Eklund is the director of the
show--her 12th year--as well as an associate professor of the apparel, textiles and
merchandising (ATM) program at CWU.
The theme for this year’s show is
“fuego,” which means “fire” in Spanish.
According to Eklund, it can also mean
something extraordinary that can’t be explained with words.
“For me, the most exciting thing is everything coming together,” Eklund said.
“And seeing all the hard work that the
students have done come to fruition.”
Eklund said students in her fashion
line development class create everything
from scratch.
They first start with sketching their
designs and narrowing them down to just
a few with Eklund’s advice.
Then they drape a neutral fabric
piece on a dress form--a mannequin torso--or flat-pattern it to create a template
for the garment.
The pattern is then used to make a
sample that the model will fit into and
depending on how well it fits, changes are
made. Designers might have one to three
fittings for each garment.
Then the finished product is created
with materials that the designers obtain
and fund themselves.
“I’m pretty particular on the quality,
so that everything’s lined, everything’s finished properly,” Eklund said. “I push them
to [meet] the highest quality possible.”

“Age of Reign”
Sean Daniel Reign Helligso is a senior
student in the ATM program. Helligso
won the award for Judges Choice for Most
Outstanding Line in last year’s show.
His clothing line is called “Age of
Reign,” a semi-formal or dressy casual
wear targeted at men and women in their
late 20s in urban settings.
His design poster displays five slim
fit black suits with words like “reborn,”
“sophisticated” and “utopian” written underneath them.
Helligso said he bought his material
from second-hand stores like Goodwill
and Habitat for Humanity, which he
disassembled and then used to make
his garments.
“The entire idea [of my design] is that
the future should be sustainable,” Helligso said.
Helligso, whose interest in fashion
started early as a kid and made paper
hats and outfits for his teddy bears, said
he gets his ideas from video games,
science fiction or anything that gives a
dystopian, futuristic vibe such as “The
Hunger Games,” “God Complex” and
“Mass Effect.”
“I draw a lot of my inspiration [from]
things that kind of look like fantastical
worlds like the future and imagination’s
allowed to be more elaborate and expressive,” Helligso said.
“Lovesome”
Paige Foggin is a junior ATM student
who modeled in last year’s show and is a
designer this year.
Foggin’s clothing line is called, “Lovesome.” The line consists of three white
dresses, each with a distinct feminine
style, embellished with ruffles, frills and
other “girly details,” as she described.
“It was inspired by my trip to Italy,
where I saw a lot of women wearing a lot
of neutral colors,” Foggin said. “I want
women to be able to feel confident wearing neutral and simple outfits, but still be
able to express themselves.”
She said some parts of her dress like
the arm holes needed to be carefully
hand sewn to make sure everything lined

up perfectly.
Foggin gets some of her inspiration from fashion blogs such as “Dress
Up Buttercup” and “Champagne and
Chanel,” and from a bridal dress designer
named Hayley Paige.
“[Hayley Paige] does a lot of ball
gowns, girly details, glitter, frills, sparkle,
she’s got everything,” Foggin said.
“DRiP JULeZ”
Julia Jacobs, a senior ATM student,
put her own modern flair into Wild
Western streetwear and went as far as
New York City to purchase her materials.
“I have a horse and I’m into horseback

riding,” Jacobs said. “I kind of took my
love for that and then said, ‘why not make
something that you can wear every day?’”
Her clothing line is called, “DRiP JULeZ,” and is comprised of cowhide and
sheepskin crop vests for women and a
lamb hide jacket and overalls combined
with chaps--or chinks--for men.
Chaps are bottom garments worn by
cowboys and cowgirls that buckle around
their waists, cover their legs and are open
in the back.
Jacobs said that while her garments
may not be for everyone because they’re
flashy, they could be worn by a trendier
person or for a music video.
“I like skin showing, so the [guy models] don’t have shirts on and the girls are
just wearing little vests so it’s meant to be
revealing and risqué, but tasteful,” Jacobs
said. “It’s something that is definitely not
seen every day, but at the same time it still
has a bit of traditional, classic and Western element.”
Eklund said the ATM department
partnered with CWU’s Theatre Department--as they have been for 12 years--to
help with the technical side of things like
help building the stage and providing
lighting, music and video during the show.
“It’s a really good collaborative event,”
Eklund said. “[The theatre department]
is really integral in having a professional
level show.”
For the silent auction, her students
in the fashion production class procured
items from businesses, independent consultants and their own connections.
Eklund said the fashion show is fully
self-supporting, which is partly thanks to
the proceeds from the auction.
“It’s a great way to support the program, different scholarships, stuff we give
to students [and] field trips,” Eklund said.
“Whatever we make for this year, that’s
our budget for next year. It’s just circular
in our budget.”

Georgia Mallett/The Observer

Sean Helliago works on a garment that he will be presenting at the fashion show. The show is a joint
project with United State Institute of Theatre Technology, CWU Fashion Club and the fashion merchandising program.
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Jazz in the Valley: The high note of Ellensburg’s summer

Photos courtesy of Ellensburg Big Band

The Ellensburg Big Band are one of many groups who will be peforming at Jazz in the Valley this summer. The group performs at many events around the community, including the Ellensburg Swing Out and Valentine’s Day
Soiree at CWU. This year’s Jazz in the Valley will take place July 26-28 at various venues around downtown Ellensburg.

Sean Quinn
Staff Reporter

For many years, Sasquatch was seen
by some as the dominant music festival
in Eastern Washington as the summer
season rolled into action. Thousands of
attendees graced the fields of the Gorge
Amphitheater for the multigenre collection of musicians. With Sasquatch no
longer held, the number of music festivals in Washington state featuring various types of sounds may be slimmer.
Jazz in the Valley, an annual multigenre music festival held in Ellensburg
seeks to fill that void for music listeners
in the summer.
Jazz in the Valley has been held 21
times over the years, filling the air with
music right here in this small town.
What originally began as a jazz-exclusive festival morphed into the multigenre, local-artist-showcasing celebration of the arts. At this year’s festival,
there will be over 20 artists playing
music from eight different genres, including rock, blues, latin, funk and,
of course, jazz. Besides the music, the
festival also features beer and wine gardens with beverages from local companies like Iron Horse Brewery, Gard
Vintners and many others. The event
is mostly run by volunteers, who come
together in the last weekend of July to
make the festival run smoothly.
One of the key figureheads behind the
operations of the festival is its president,
Tony Swartz. Swartz has held the reigns
of the event for two years now. When he
is not busy meeting with the 15-member board to plan the event, he works a
plethora of other jobs as an attorney, a
business and law and justice instructor at
CWU and a board member for the CWU
Alumni Association. Swartz appreciates
the uniqueness of this festival compared
to many others out there where people
gather in one large area to stand around
one giant stage.
“Jazz in the Valley is built on getting
people into the downtown core, into
businesses,” Swartz said. “So we have

music everywhere from bars, wine venues [and] there’s even a venue in a furniture store.”
The three-day weekend event is
also relatively friendly to the wallet
for many who frequent music festivals.
Sasquatch 2018 ticket prices were $325
per person. A festival pass at Watershed this year will run you $215, not
including camping. Swartz believes the
affordability of this festival encourages
those from all backgrounds to come
out and enjoy the sounds of great music
amongst local businesses.
“It’s really cheap. It’s $60 for the entire weekend. If you look at any other
music festival, it’s a lot more than that,”
Swartz said.
Swartz attributes the reason for serving as the president of the festival to his
background as a musician and a consis-

tent showing of the arts. As a musician,
he wishes for people like him to have a
multitude of venues to play their craft.
Just because the name is “Jazz in the
Valley” doesn’t mean there isn’t something for everyone.
“I frequently tell people it’s Ellensburg’s music festival, more than it is
Ellensburg’s jazz festival,” Swartz said.
Swartz’s role as a musician plays a
key part in the event, not only from a
planning standpoint, but also performing. He plays trumpet in the Ellensburg
Big Band, a group of volunteer musicians based in Ellensburg. The group
specializes in swing music, a subgenre of jazz. The 18-20 member band’s
mission, according to their website,
“is to provide great live big band music for the entertainment, education,
and enjoyment of our community.” The

band is made up of a majority of CWU
alumni and even some current CWU
students and professors. Jazz in the Valley is just one of the many gigs for this
group, as they have traveled not only
across Washington state for events, but
even as far as Japan a few years ago.
This October, the group will travel to
New Zealand.
Co-founded in 2011 in part by Bruce
Herman and Josh Parrill, the group will
be performing at Jazz in the Valley for
the fourth time. Herman, a trumpet
player in the Ellensburg Big Band, appreciates the history of the event as he
was an original board member for the
first ever Jazz in The Valley held over 20
years ago. He also compares the scenes
of the festival to an entirely different
landscape than one would expect.
“You can roam around from place
to place,” Herman said. “It’s like downtown Ellensburg becomes like roaming
around Bourbon Street in New Orleans
or roaming around parts of New York,
where there’s music coming out every
door that you happen past.”
Parrill believes a reason the festival
is the success that it is today is because
of the evolving acceptance of different
sounds that the festival may not have
originally been geared for.
“[The Jazz in the Valley board] are
willing to spread out to a wider audience. That’s what’s been pushing it forward. They’ve got rock and funk. They
have really good entertaining bands,”
Parrill said. “There is something for everybody that likes different types of music. It’s hard to find something that you
won’t enjoy every single night. You’ll
find something that you just love.”
Jazz in the Valley runs from Friday,
July 26, to Sunday, July 28, in multiple venues in downtown Ellensburg.
Alongside the Ellensburg Big Band, the
festival features acts like Rusty Cage,
Harmonious Funk, Black Dolly, the
CWU Jazz Camp and others. You can
find tickets to the event on their website: https://www.jazzinthevalley.com/
tickets.html
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WorldCat Institute welcomes international students
Austin Lane
Staff Reporter

Georgia Mallett/The Observer

The International Center gives counseling to students from other countries, provides immigration services and helps form the educational experience for international
students. The center is located off of E Dean Nicholson Blvd behind Michaelson Hall.

Pet Friendly
2 Bedroom
Apartment Homes
Fully Equipped
Fitness Center &
Entertainment Rooms

(509) 209-9409
501 E 18th Ave
Ellensburg, WA 98926

universityparkandplace.com

in America and what it’s like to attend Central. Sometimes they come back and that’s
valuable in itself because it helps diversify
the community.”
The curriculum for the program includes reading, writing, grammar and oral
communication. Between Monday and
Friday there are 20 hours of instruction
per week and upon completion of the program, students receive certificates of completion at an award banquet. According to
International Partnerships Manager Rachel
Gordon, Ellensburg is a good place for the
CWU WorldCats program to be held due to
the safety and size of the city.

Music | Philosophy and Religious Studies | Theatre Arts | World Languages and Cultures

the students are to the Museum of Flight,
Leavenworth, Washington, a Seattle Mariners game, the Space Needle and Pike Place
Market. Weekday trips include visits to local
museums, businesses, parks and rivers. Activities include rafting, bowling, barbecues
and shopping just to name a few. Program
Coordinator Anna Miller thinks the program is just another example of CWU’s diversity and inclusivity.
“One of the most impressive things that
I think for Central is how much diversity we
bring in from around the world,” Miller said.
“This program continues to do that and it
gives students a taste of what it’s like to study

Africana and Black Studies | Art + Design | Asian Studies | Communication | English | History | Latino and Latin American Studies

The CWU WorldCats Institute is a
short-term academic and cultural experience program at CWU. CWU Worldcatswelcomes international students to come to
CWU for one to six weeks and participate
in English language training, activities and
weekend excursions.
The program is scheduled for July and
August and costs less the more students
there are signed up for it. Pricing per student ranges from $880 if there are more
than 36 students to $1400 if there are less
than nine. Director of Asia University
America Program (AUAP) and International Student and Scholar Services Nicki
Kukar sees many benefits in having a program like CWU WorldCats.
“It’s a good chance for international
students to know new people,” Kukar said.
“But it’s a great chance for them to get to experience small-town America in summer,
be outside, take part in cultural events and
learn English.”
Summertime can cause campus to be
somewhat empty. Outside of sports camps
and the small amount of students on campus
for classes, CWU can feel like a ghost town.
Kukar believes this program helps fix that.
“It’s huge. It’s a great thing when the
rest of the town, especially campus gets
a little quiet,” Kukar said. “This adds that
much-needed diversity and energy for campus so I think the impact is mutually beneficial and we are very proud of it.”
Some of the weekend trips offered to

“Ellensburg is a great town for a program
like this to happen in because it’s small, safe
and friendly,” Gordon said. “Partner institutions don’t have to worry about sending their
students off to Las Vegas or New York... they
get to have a real hometown feel.”
With the program still two months away,
the International Center is still looking for
volunteers as well as filling paid positions.
Local community members can host international students for an afternoon or evening, and domestic or international students
can apply for paid positions for the program.
To contact the International Center email intlprog@cwu.edu or call (509)963-3612.

Thursday Thinks

Humans and our dogs through
art history: from fierce to
Fluffy (and back again)
May 27 | 7:00 p.m.
Iron Horse Pub: 412 N. Main St.
FREE Event
Joan Cawley-Crane
Art + Design Department
An illustrated and highly
opinioned look at our relationships
with other animals in art and what
it can tell us about society.

CWU College of
ARTS & HUMANITIES
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu
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Eastern Washington is known for its vast
fields of hops, variety of craft breweries and
unique types of beer. With new breweries
popping up left and right, CWU’s Craft Brewing Program has created the opportunity for
students to break into the growing industry of
craft brewing.
CWU is currently the only university in
Washington that offers a four-year degree
in craft brewing, with a focus on the science
of brewing. CWU also offers a craft brewing
certificate, which is a 16 credit interdisciplinary program designed to be completed in one
academic year, or three quarters.
Senior Patrick Dillman is currently working on earning his brewing certificate. He said
his favorite part about the program is learning about the microbiology of brewing beer.
Dillman especially enjoyed working with
the yeast. According to Dillman, most people
assume that malt and hops are what makes
up most of the flavor of beer, but that is not

always the case.
“There’s a lot of beers and a lot of different
styles and a lot of flavors that the yeast is really the star,” Dillman said.
According to Eric Foss, instructional and
classroom support technician III, the craft
brewing program has almost 100 percent
placement, so nearly all students have a job
related to brewing upon graduating. Dillman
said he is excited to see how brewing evolves
in the future.
“There’s a lot of room for experimentation
and some really good breweries are kind of
looking to the future and...just finding lots of
fun new things to do with beer,” Dillman said.
The craft brewing program currently has
about 15 students, according to Foss. There are
students and instructors brewing in the brew
lab nearly every day of the week, getting hands
on experience with brewing their own beer.
“It’s surprisingly easy to learn, hard to master but a lot of fun,” Dillman said.

Malt extract is then added to the liquid,
which provides the sugars necessary for
the fermentation process. The sugars interact with yeast, which ferments the sugars into alcohol. The brewer must watch
carefully to make sure the liquid does not
boil over in the process.

Adding malt extract to the grain solution
creates a liquid known as “wort.” The liquid
is poured into a device called a refractometer, which measures the amount of sugar in
the wort. This tells the brewer the specific
gravity of the wort, which is used to calculate the alcohol by volume (ABV) of the
finished beer. More sugar in the wort yields
a higher ABV.

The grains used when brewing make
up the color and flavor of the beer.
Barley is the grain most commonly
used when brewing beer, although other
grains like wheat and rye can be used
for different flavors. The grains can be
malted or unmalted depending on the
flavor profile the brewer wants.

Foss, with the help of a few brewing
students, was trying to make a German
chocolate style beer. Although, no chocolate was used in the brewing process,
certain grains can impart a chocolate-like
flavor and aroma to the beer.

Eric Foss, instructional and classroom support technician III, adjusts
the temperature of a five-gallon electric
brewing system called the Grainfather. Grains are steeped in the kettle to
extract enzymes and flavor. The temperature is raised to 130 degrees for
about half an hour before the grains are
removed and strained.

The wort needs to be cooled by bringing its temperature down as quickly as
possible. The most efficient way to do that
is with a wort chiller like the one pictured
above. The wort chiller is immersed in the
liquid and cold water runs through the
coils, cooling the wort to a temperature at
which yeast can be added.

The kettle is then brought to a boil.
The boiling time varies based on the
type of beer that is being made. Hops
can be added at various intervals
throughout the boiling process depending on the desired flavor profile.

Hops impart flavor, bitterness and
stability to the beer. They can be bought in
several forms, such as whole cone, pellets
or extracts. The hops can be added at the
beginning of the boiling stage to add bitterness to the beer, and can also be added
at the end of the boiling process to add
flavor and aroma.

Once cooled, the wort is transferred to a
fermentor. Water is added to bring the level
back to five gallons after much of the liquid
has evaporated. The brewer then adds
yeast, which converts the sugars in the wort
into alcohol. The fermentor is then sealed
and stored in a cool place so the beer can
ferment, a process which usually takes one
to two weeks.

Students brew beers of all kinds, flavors
and colors in the brewing program and
B.R.E.W. Club. Beer is typically brewed in
one or five-gallon batches. The beer is often used as examples in brewing classes or
in sensory analysis. B.R.E.W. Club, which
stands for Beer Research and Education
of Washington, is open to students of all
majors and ages.
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Lots of summer job opportunities for students
Emma Johnson
Staff Reporter

Summertime for some college students means packing up and heading
back home to live with their parents for
the summer. Others decide to stay in Ellensburg for the summer, when regular
school is not in session. Whether this
means staying on campus for the summer and working or finding a job off
campus, there are more opportunities in
Ellensburg and Kittitas County than people may think.
CWU gives some students who work
on campus the option to stay over the
summer and work. If they are taking
summer classes, the student is only allowed to work up to 20 hours, but for
some, that is plenty.
Senior Kassie Hill said she has worked
the past few summers at the Wildcat
Shop. Hill said the first summer she
worked, she stayed because it was an expectation of the employees at the time
that if they could stay, they should. Hill
said the expectations have since changed,
but she still decided to stay and work
during the summer.
“I enjoy getting to experience [Ellensburg] without all of the added college students,” Hill said.
While Ellensburg clears out substantially when school is not in session, Hill is
one of the students who enjoys the small
town without the crowd.
Hill said she got her job at the Wildcat Shop from applying online through
Career Services, and has now been working there for about three years. This will
be her fourth summer working for the
Wildcat Shop.
Hill said the benefits to working on
campus are the extremely flexible hours
and how her employer works around
her class schedule. She also talked about
how easy it is to get from class to work,
because they are all on campus which
makes her commute that much easier.
Hill said balancing summer classes
and a job can be difficult, and being inside most of the day when working and
doing school can be challenging. Hill
suggests online classes, which she said
frees up a lot more time.
“Overall, my tips are to take online
classes and don’t be afraid to utilize your
free time to go and adventure,” Hill said.

Photos by Shawna Hettick/The Observer

Students have emplyment opportunities both on and off campus during summer. Marketing and supply chain major Kate Dustrude and social work major Isaac Saldana
(above) are CWU students who will continue working at D&M coffee over the summer. Tailer Englehart Grotte (below) an ITAM cybersecurity major, will continue
working over the summer at coffee stands on campus.

CWU student Kaytlin Kauzlarich
works off campus during the school year
and in summer. She works at Lums Coffee
Stop in Cle Elum. Kauzlarich said that it
is challenging to balance school and work.
“I’m more concerned about making
money and not losing my job rather than
school,” Kauzlarich said.
Kauzlarich made the balance more
simple by scheduling her classes so she
was done by 11 a.m. everyday, giving her
more of a time window in between school
and work for her to get things done.
Kauzlarich said that a benefit to working off campus is being able to make tips
on top of her hourly wage. She also said
she can work more hours if needed because there is no set limit to how much
time she can work. Kauzlarich said it is
nice to get a break from school and go
work, instead of constantly being on
campus for both school and work.
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Lessons to students not in my syllabi
Joe Tradii
Guest Writer

Courtesy of Joe Tradii

I wanted to take this opportunity to
thank all of the CWU students who it’s
been my privilege to teach and learn
with over the last academic year, as
well as the student body at large. My
contract to teach at CWU will soon
expire meaning my time with you is
drawing to a close.

Hopefully I’ve shown you how to
write a good press release, create a
solid public relations strategy, how to
think about effective advertising, ways
to use social media and more.
If I’ve also shown you how to think,
not what to think, even better. Being
able to think critically and keep digging for insights will always serve you
well. With that in mind, I have a final
lecture I like to give all of my classes.
This lecture has more to do with how
to look at things not found in my syllabi. So, to all my past, current and
CWU students in general, I’d like to
leave you with a few ideas to consider.
Be kind to others. Everyone you
meet is fighting some battle of which
you are unaware. Some days go well
and others not so much. If someone
is downcast or grumpy, it could mean
things aren’t breaking in their favor
that day. A small show of concern, a
kind word, even to strangers, has more
impact than you could possibly know.
Be kind to yourself. You’ve chosen
to take on extra stress and responsibilities by being a student. That’s
extraordinary. Don’t beat yourself
up over mistakes and misjudgments.

Missing the mark is how you learn.
Luckily, you’re in a learning environment – this is where you’re supposed to make your mistakes. I doubt
you’d get down on a friend for falling
short of their own expectations. Show
yourself the same patience and care
that you would show to a friend in a
similar circumstance.
Remember that feedback is a gift.
Feedback, especially constructive
feedback, is a gift.. Sure, nobody wants
to hear their work isn’t perfect, but
let’s be real–there’s usually room for
improvement. It’s not easy receiving
feedback sometimes. It’s also not always easy to give. Telling someone
they have room to improve can sometimes be uncomfortable for both parties. The easiest thing in the world
would be to gloss over providing honest, beneficial feedback and pretend
everything’s fine. If someone takes on
the trouble to have a constructive conversation with you, understand it’s because they care. You’re getting a valuable gift–keep that in mind.
Avoid toxicity. It’s way too easy to
get stuck in toxic situations. You make
excuses for others. You think it’s a tem-

porary thing. You hope things will get
better. Trust your inner voice. Absent
yourself from toxic situations, whether
they be personal or professional. They
will only tear you down. Same goes
for people. There’s no such thing as a
“frenemy.” There are just people who
want to infect you with their own poison. Just walk away. Immediately. You
don’t need to offer any explanations or
justifications for your choice to anyone but yourself.
Finally, remember this. Good. Fast.
Cheap. Choose two, but only two. You
can get something good and fast, but it
won’t be cheap. You can get something
fast and cheap, but it won’t be very
good. Or you can get something good
and cheap, but it won’t be fast. For example, last year I had the deck on my
home rebuilt. I had to wait for business to slow down for the contractor
I wanted to work with (think Winter).
I was able to have a really nice deck
built for cheap, but it took a while.
That’s generally how life works – it’s
all about trade-offs.
I’ve yet to meet an underwhelming
CWU student. Continue to be the extraordinary people you are.

Review of ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame:’
What makes faith and what makes a hypocrite
Mary Park
Columnist

Recently, I went to see the musical, “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame” performed by
CWU’s Central Theatre Ensemble. I found
it to be a thought-provoking performance
that posed questions on the idea of faith that
I believe are relevant today.
The production crew—from the main
cast and the ensemble to the creative team
and backstage staff—showcased extraordinary talent and left a lasting impression.
The beautiful music and comedic scenes
were entertaining, but unlike the family-friendly Disney animation, the theatre
version shed light on darker themes.
The musical, which is based on Victor Hugo’s novel, “Notre-Dame de Paris,”
presents the Romantic era and ideas of the
early 19th century.
Among them, the one that stood out to
me was the duality of human nature and the
clashes between the good and the evil.
Director Terri Brown’s message in
the playbill reads, “Romantics believed
that human existence is complicated by
dualities and is often divided against itself with humanity longing for an ideal
existence or society…”
In other words, the Romantics believed
in the contrasting idea that humans have
both the capacity to do greater “good,” like
altruism, and do greater “evil,” like violence.
The story takes place in a Catholic cathedral, but I found the themes relatable to the
Christian faith as well.
Personally, I grew up attending a Protestant church and learning about Biblical
stories, but when I entered college and
encountered different world views, I questioned my faith many times and continued
seeking answers.

The production made me ask how the
idealistic view of faith would look like and
how living out my faith wrongly could harm
myself and others around me.
“The Hunchback” tells the story of the
hunchbacked bell ringer Quasimodo—
played by Steven Macias—who lives behind
the walls of Notre Dame Cathedral.
Quasimodo’s guardian, Archdeacon
Claude Frollo—played by Jackson Bouchard—reluctantly raises him when Frollo’s brother Jehan dies and leaves his deformed son in his hands.
Frollo directs Quasimodo to stay hidden inside the cathedral for his own sake
because he is “deformed and ugly”, and
believes his behavior towards Quasimodo is charitable.
Frollo also justifies his goal to rid French
society of the Romani people because of the
sinful acts he claims that they commit.
I believe that when you’re quick to look
at the speck of sawdust in other people’s eyes
and not the plank in your own eye—as said
in the Bible—it’s very easy to resort to blaming and pointing at others’ faults.
When Quasimodo pursues his wish to
live “one day out there” and ventures outside
Notre Dame, the townspeople are at first
fascinated by him, but then they taunt and
attack him because of his deformities.
A kind Romani woman named Esmeralda—played by Kara Blackwell—stops the
mob and shows compassion towards Quasimodo. A touching moment unfolds when a
group of children joins her, hands Quasimodo water and embraces him.
Esmeralda is more concerned for others than her own welfare and even when
her life is on the line, she prays earnestly
for God to help her people from poverty
and marginalization.
Frollo’s adamant obedience to religious

law and self-righteousness contrasts with
Esmeralda’s selflessness and generosity and
with Quasimodo’s childlike innocence.
In my understanding, the three characters represent two different types of believers
in the church, one who adheres to a strict
set of rules with little room for forgiveness,
and the other who follows love and mercy
as Christ did.
On the other hand, Frollo is a complex
character, who has his own reasons for hunting down the “gypsies.”
He denounced his brother Jehan’s
weakness, chasing after pleasure and a
Romani woman. Frollo vowed not to follow his footsteps.
However, Frollo does struggle to
suppress his lustful thoughts toward Esmeralda and struggles to follow the laws
of Notre Dame.

During an intense scene on stage under a
blazing red light, Frollo attempts self-flagellation—the act of flogging oneself—to whip
his impure thoughts away.
Although this depiction of a church
authority can be offensive to some Catholic and other Christian faiths, I believe that
Victor Hugo’s message is not simply to religious people, but to all people. Everyone
faces moral choices in their lives and there
is much gray area between the two extremes.
Hugo’s novel was an effort to preserve
the Notre Dame Cathedral, but his narrative
was also a social commentary giving insight
on prejudice and giving a voice to the downtrodden and social outcasts in society.
The lyrics of the final song in the musical
longs for the day “when we are wiser, when
the world’s older, when we have learned…”
ending on a hopeful note.

Graphic by Will Yi
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Protect your brain, wear a helmet
Kyle Wilkinson
Columnist

If you don’t wear a helmet when
you’re riding a bike, you are gambling
with your life.
I ride my bike almost every day. I
strap on my helmet, hop on and ride
to class and work. I don’t think twice
about putting on my helmet because
it’s what I’ve been taught my entire life.
And until recently, I never questioned
that decision.
I grew up on a bike and I’ll be honest,
I relied on training wheels much longer
than I should have. As a child, I was
never allowed to ride my bike without
wearing a helmet. I would be scolded,
reprimanded for such an offense. I was
taught that if I fell off, the helmet would
protect my head from injury. It was always a safety precaution.
It shocked me last fall when I came
to CWU, where so many students ride
their bikes without helmets. I bet that
less than 20 percent of the people I
see riding bikes are wearing helmets.
People pull up beside me at the bike
rack and I always look to see if they’ve
donned their protective lid. If they are,
I thank them. If they aren’t, I scowl. It’s
always been about safety for me.
Last week, my fiancé fell off her bike
and hurt herself in the accident. A few
bruises, scratches and a sore knee, but
otherwise unharmed. But she wasn’t
wearing her helmet. Thankfully she
didn’t smack her head on the curb or
come close to whacking her head on
the pavement.
But what if she had? What could
have happened? She and I often disagree
about wearing helmets. I say, “wear them
all the time.” She says, “I’m only riding
from building to building and home.” But
what about the possibilities of crashing
between classes? I have never wanted to
take the chance. Let’s just say she now
wears her helmet.
I didn’t know there was so much controversy revolving around helmet usage.
I didn’t know I’d stumble into a pile of
articles against wearing helmets. I just assumed everyone wore one.
The article, “It’s ok if you don’t
wear a helmet,” by Jen See for bicycling.com pretty much sums up her
point of view in the title. She never
really states her personal opinion in
the article, but tells the reader that she
really only wears a helmet when she

Graphic by Will Yi

deems her bike ride as “less safe.” If
she’s not riding down a twisting backcountry trail where falling off the bike
may be a possibility, or rolling out
for a long road ride where she might
encounter heavy traffic and travel at
higher speeds, she feels like there’s no
need to wear a helmet.
See takes a totally different direction in the article when they begin to
reference a study that the Toole Design Group conducted in 2016 titled
“Cyclists’ Helmet Use and Fatality Rate
by Country.” This study looked at data
regarding helmet usage and fatalities
in the U.S. and several European countries. The U.S. was ranked highest for
helmet usage, with 55 percent of riders
strapping on a lid before taking off. The
Netherlands was ranked the lowest, with
helmet usage at less than five percent.
The U.S. was then ranked as the highest
for deaths/billion km cycled at 45. The
Netherlands only faced 10 deaths/billion km cycled.
This information bothered me. How

can you argue helmet safety in this context? What about those times when a cyclist gets hit by a car? I doubt anything
less than a full body of armor could protect you from serious injury or death in
this instance. I think there are a lot of
holes in this data. Sure, the Netherlands
may have a “cycling culture” that makes
riding a bike safer, but it still shouldn’t be
compared to the U.S. in terms of deaths
that occurred while wearing a helmet.
See takes the article from being about
helmet usage to arguing that it’s not helmets that we should be worried about, but
“advocating for more and better bike lanes.”
I agree that having distinguished bike lanes
and educating motorists about cyclists on
the roads is much safer. But does that mean
we should stop wearing helmets?
See references Carlton Reid, founder
of “BikeBiz,” an online and print cycling
trade news source. Reid wrote an article
for “Forbes” on the topic, titled “I Do Not
Wear A Bike Helmet.”
Reid argues that if we want to put
on a helmet for bike riding, maybe we

should be wearing a helmet while walking over a patch of ice, before climbing
into a car to drive to the grocery store
or even before stepping into the shower.
He says that we take all of these tasks for
granted and each has the potential for
causing a serious head injury.
Still, I see no reason why I shouldn’t
wear a helmet when I’m on my bike.
Maybe I’m only riding from Lind Hall
to the SURC. Or maybe I’m riding
from my house in Ellensburg out to
Kittitas. If I can wear my helmet and
prevent a head injury, I will wear it.
No, I doubt my helmet will protect
me from the grill of a two-ton automobile hitting me at high speed, but it
just might save me from splitting my
skull open when I fail to unclip from
my pedals at an intersection and hit
the dirt.
So the next time I see you rolling past
me on campus, I hope to see you wearing
a helmet.
And yes, I’ve finally graduated from
training wheels.

Bram Wiggins/The Observer

13
May 30, 2019

SPORTS

cwuobserver.com

Editor: Nick Jahnke

Track and field competed at Nationals
al record by 0.1 seconds after she ran a
time of 13.88 seconds earlier this year
at the Ken Shannon Invitational.
Erykah Weems,
400-meter hurdles
Erykah Weems finished 10th out
of 20 women in the prelims for the
400-meter hurdles, with a time of

The hot and humid weather caused
her, along with all the other athletes
in the event, to run at a slower than
usual pace. At last year’s GNAC Outdoor Championships she ran the
event over two minutes faster. In the
5,000-meter run two days later, Shindruk finished seventh once again
(out of 20) with a time of 17:27.70
seconds. The first place time in the
10,000-meter was about a minute
and a half faster than Shindruk’s, but
in the 5,000-meter Shindruk only finished 17 seconds behind the leader.

Austin Lane
Staff Reporter

CWU Track and Field sent seven
athletes to Kingsville, Texas for this
year’s NCAA Division II Outdoor
Track and Field Championships.
Here’s a look at how each athlete did
in the events they qualified for.
Halle Irvine,
pole vault
Halle Irvine finished 15th out of
24 women competing in the pole
vault. She cleared the first progression of the event at 3.68 meters but
was unable to clear the next level at
3.78 meters. At the Indoor Championships earlier this year she cleared
3.83 meters and her personal record
came at the Western Washington
University Ralph Vernacchia Invitational with a height of 3.9 meters.
Mariyah Vongsaveng,
100-meter hurdles
Mariyah Vongsaveng finished seventh out of eight women competing in
the 100-meter hurdles. In the prelims
she finished sixth out of 20 with a time
of 13.97 seconds, then finished the final
with a time of 13.87 seconds. She won
the GNAC Outdoor Championships in
the event earlier this season with a time
of 13.99 seconds. The time is a person-

Photos by of Jacob Thompson/CWU Athletics

1:00.43. The event takes the top eight
athletes for the event out of prelims to
the final. Weems won the event in the
GNAC Outdoor Championships this
season with a time of 59.08 seconds.
Sidney Trinidad,
400-meter hurdles
Sydney Trinidad finished fourth
out of 20 women in the 400-meter
hurdles prelims at 59.78 seconds. She
then finished third out of eight women
competing in the 400-meter hurdles
final. She finished with a better time
than her prelim run at 59.49 seconds.
Her GNAC conference-record time
of 58.22 seconds came in the prelims
for the event at the GNAC Outdoor
Championships earlier this season.

Alexa Shindruk,
5,000-meters, 10,000-meters
Alexa
Shindruk ran the
10,000-meter with a time of 38:04.69,
good enough to finish seventh out of
20 women competing in the event.

HarLee Ortega,
heptathlon
Ortega competed in the women’s heptathlon against 14 other
women. The event started with
the 100-meter hurdles. Ortega finished 11th in the run with a time of
15.08 seconds. The next event was
one of Ortega’s best all season, the
high jump. She finished third in the
event with a height of 1.64 meters.
In the shot put, Ortega finished
ninth with a throw of 10.21 meters.
In the final event of the first day of
the heptathlon, Ortega ran a time

of 26.27 seconds, good enough for
10th. To kick off day two, Ortega
long jumped a length of 5.19 meters
to get 12th in the event. The javelin
throw was the next event and Ortega finished seventh with a throw
of 36.23 meters. Finally, to finish
out the heptathlon, Ortega finished
sixth in the 800-meter run with a
time of 2:24.30. Ortega finished in
11th place for the heptathlon with a
final score of 4,904 points.
Braydon Maier,
decathlon
The men’s decathlon consisted of
16 athletes. The event began with the
100-meter sprint. Maier ran a time
of 11.33 seconds to take ninth place.
He then took 12th in the long jump
with a jump of 6.70 meters. In the
next event, the shot put, Maier threw

a length of 11.35 meters to take 13th.
He then took 10th in the high jump
with a jump of 1.85 meters. At the
end of the first day Maier ran a time
of 52.53 seconds in the 400-meter to
take 12th. The first event of the second day was the 110-meter hurdles.
Maier took fourth in the event with a
time of 15.14 seconds. He then took
seventh in the discus with a throw
of 36.57 meters. Maier continued
to stay in the top 10 of the second
day events placing sixth in the pole
vault with a jump of 4.40 meters.
In the second to last event Maier
once again finished top 10 with a
47.27 meter throw in the javelin,
good enough for eighth. To close
out the decathlon, Maier finished
fifth in the 1,500-meter with a time
of 4:40.63 seconds. Maier’s drastic
improvement from day one to day
two resulted in a seventh place overall finish after being in 13th halfway
through the event. He finished with
6,854 points.
Head coach Kevin Adkisson told
CWU Athletics he was “super proud”
of the performance of the team.
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Women’s rugby to hold prospect camp
Bryce Weedman
Senior Sports Reporter

CWU Women’s Rugby will host
an elite prospect camp on June 1.
The camp will play host to highschool prospects from all over
Washington, Idaho, Oregon and
California, said head women’s rugby coach Trevor Richards.
Richards said he attempted to put
on the camp in his first year as coach,
but timing was an issue in late August. Richards said moving the camp
to June is a better time for high school
prospects. Richards said the camp
will not only feature the prospects,
but members of the current team as
well. Richards wants to see how the
prospects fit in with the current players. This is a strategy used for finding
the best players for the Wildcats.
“Our program is very straight
forward with how we do things,
and this is one of our strategies,”
Richards said. “We want to know
if the players of the future will fit
in with the players we have now,
and the way we do things.”
The Wildcat Sports website
says that the camp is committed
to providing skill instruction and

player development in all basic aspects of rugby.
CWU had an off season last
year, according to Richards. There
was a lot to build on. CWU was
4-8 overall, according to Wildcat
Sports. Although the season didn’t
end up like Richards would have
liked, the Wildcats took home first
place in the USA College Rugby 7s.
The tournament was played last
week. According to Wildcat Sports,
the Wildcats won their first game
against Penn State University 24-10
and then the championship game
against Davenport University.
“The rematch against Davenport was welcomed after our lackadaisical performance on Saturday,”
Richards said. “We came out of
the gates with ferocity and focus.
The hits were flying in, the ball
moved with ease and our work at
the breakdown made life difficult
for our opponents. It was probably
our most complete games of the
weekend and it was a terrific way
to send off our seniors.”
According to Wildcat Sports,
this
tournament
completely
wrapped up the Wildcat’s season.
Richards said he is excited to get

Central Park

the camp going and looks forward
to seeing what young talent the
camp has to offer, and that it will
be a good way to keep his current
players ready for next season. The
camp will be played on Tomlinson
Stadium’s field and will also host
potential future Wildcats.
“It should be a lot of fun and a
great experience for all of the girls
that are out there,” Richards said.

Photos courtesy of CWU Athletics
On June 1 CWU will host the women’s ugby prospect camp, allowing high school players to test their skills at
the collegiate level.

FINALS

WEEK

Take a break from the books and enjoy a breather!
EVENTS
ALL WEEK

MON. JUNE 3 continued

Extended hours 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Black Hall 101
Refreshments 5 - 9 p.m.

7 - 8 p.m. • Jimmy B’s in the Library
The Professors live and fuzzy crafts

DEC after Dark: Study, Connect, Reboot

Jazz & Crafts

Don’t Waste, Donate

Monday Movie: Escape Room

Pop-Up Activities at the Library

TUE. JUNE 4

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • SURC East Patio
Lighten your load, donate goods and food
Quiet Zone, Bubblewrap, Coloring and more

SAT. JUNE 1

Late Night Movie: Captain Marvel
8:30 p.m. • Rec North Lawn
Movie, lawn games and snacks

8 - 9:30 p.m. • Fishbowl in the Library

WED. JUNE 5

Pizza Night

THU. JUNE 6

Paws & Relax

Popcorn Bar

4 - 7 p.m. • Brooks Library 288
Cuddle with our therapy pups!

1 - 5 p.m. • Brooks Student Commons

FRI. JUNE 7

Succulent potting/pot painting
5 - 7 p.m. • SURC Pit

Waffle Night

7 - 9 p.m. • Fishbowl in the Library

SUN. JUNE 2

MON. JUNE 3

7 & 9:30 p.m. • SURC Theatre
Be glad you’re not in this adventure.

Big Screen Games

1 - 5 p.m. • Brooks Student Commons

RESOURCES & HOURS
facebook.com/centralparkwa
instagram.com/centralparkwa

COUNSELING

RECREATION & FITNESS

ACADEMIC ADVISING

DINING & COFFEE

WELLNESS

1891 BISTRO

cwu.edu/medical-counseling
cwu.edu/academic-advising

1200 E. Helena Ave. Ellensburg, WA 98926

centralparkWA.com

cwu.edu/wellness

cwu.edu/rec

cwu.edu/dining

Open 24/7 (closes at 3 on 6/7)

CRISIS TEXT LINE: Text “HOME” to 741741
This 24/7 texting service provides support for those in crisis.

SURC HOURS
cwu.edu/surc

LIBRARY HOURS
lib.cwu.edu
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Club baseball takes first swing

Courtesy of Pete Ramsay/CWU Athletics

Club baseball had their first game ever in April 2019. The season started late and only allowed for four games to be played. They had about 12 players turn out but expect to have 30 or more in next year’s season.

Nick Jahnke
Sports Editor

There’s a new option available
for students who play baseball but
didn’t make it onto CWU’s team or
just want a chance to play. CWU
Club Baseball had its first season
after being formed this year, and
is looking for new recruits for next
year’s season.
Club Baseball President Pete
Ramsay said that he had the idea to
start club baseball after attempting
to join the Wildcat baseball team.
Ramsay said despite the fact he and
many other players did not make
the team, he saw a lot of guys there
who could play.
Ramsay said that he began the
process of starting a new club in
the fall. He said there were a handful of hoops that had to be jumped
through getting the club sport off
the ground, including paperwork
from his players, organizing practice schedules, securing field time
and writing up a “constitution.”
Ramsay is a pitcher on the team,
but also acts as a player-coach, runs
practices, draws up plays and leads

the team in games.
The club plans on playing in
the National Club Baseball Association (NCBA) Division I League
next year. Ramsay said they weren’t
able to join the league this year because of how late they started playing this year.
According to Ramsay, the club
had about 12 players turn out for
the inaugural season. He said that
this made their four-game-season
sporadic as many players could not
make it to every weekend game.
He said that next year he expects a
much larger turn out and that he is
already aware of a handful of players who want to join.
Despite the shortage of bodies
on the field, Ramsay said they never had to cancel a game. He said
that even when they didn’t have
enough players to fill every fielding position, the opposing teams
would supply them with players of
their own.
“We’re looking for guys that can
play, want to compete and want to
give 110 percent,” Ramsay said.
Shortstop Eric Fich said he enjoyed playing on the club. Fich had

taken a few years off of baseball prior and said he was grateful for the
opportunity to play again. His highlight from the season was going out
with a win against Gonzaga University’s club team.
“With the short amount of time
we had, I think we did a good

“

We’re looking for guys that
can play, want to compete and want to give 110
percent,
Pete Ramsay, pitcher

”

job of being organized enough to
schedule some games,” Fich said. “I
think that things are going in the
right direction.”
Pitcher Connor Davis said he
was only able to make it their last
game against Gonzaga University.
He said although he hadn’t gone up
to the plate to bat in over four years,
he was able to pull off a triple.
“I would tell [prospective players] it’s honestly a great way to meet
people and make good friends,” Da-

vis said. “There’s some people that I
never thought I’d meet or hang out
with, and now we’re all really good
friends. It’s a great experience.”
Ramsay said players who are
thinking of joining can send him
a message on their club’s twitter or
instagram accounts, their handle on
both sites is @cwuclubball. He recommended that this be done sometime in fall 2019 as they have concluded this year’s season. The price
to play will be $250 in both the fall
and spring quarters.
According to Ramsay, the $250
per quarter will go right back to
the players. The money is used for
gear, housing and other costs associated with travel. He said the
NCBA also supplies them with
some gear and uniforms.
Ramsay said that he was proud
of the way the club played in their
short season, ending up with a 2-2
record. He said he is optimistic for
the next season.
“That was just with the talent
that we had. With the guys who
might join next year, it could be
whole different ball game,” Ramsay said.
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Photo of the week
W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G
THURS. MAY 30
Open Mic Night
7:30 signup, 8:00 start • 1891 Bistro
It’s the last open mic of the year!
Perform or enjoy the show.

Every time I indulge in a bowl
of cereal, I wonder if what I
am having is soup, or just cereal in it’s own natural form. I
need some perspective on this,
would you consider cereal a
soup?

Amateur Drag Show
11 a.m. • SURC West Patio
Sign up at equal@cwu.edu

Pro Drag Show
8 p.m. • SURC Ballroom • Free
Queens and Kings light up the stage!

The “Ask” column is written
by one of our staff members.
Opinions in this column are
meant to be lighthearted.
Dear Soup Philosophist,

FRI. MAY 31
Women’s Leadership Institute
Applications Due
Join next year’s cohort. Stop by
SURC 256 for more information

Backyard Games Series: Disc Golf
3 - 6 p.m. • Rec Lawn • Free
Drop-in play: Prizes for best scores,
longest drive and closest to pin!

Ask Rune

Sincerely,
Nick Tucker/The Observer
Ellensburg’s hail storm on May 28 at about 3 p.m. had most people on their feet, including this student who turned the
unlikely change in weather into a paddle boarding opportunity near the SURC.

This week in Observer history
On June 1, 2000, an article on parking ticket woes for
CWU students was published
surrounding the issues of
overly priced parking passes and insufficient parking
spaces.
This problem has continued to be an issue for present
day CWU students on campus.

SAT. JUNE 1
Prom Without Borders
7 - 10 p.m. • SURC Ballroom
Intramural Golf Tournament
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Ellensburg Golf &
Country Club • $10
Pre register at imleagues.com/cwu
or from 10-11 a.m. on the day of the
tournament, right before the event.
2019 Spring Fashion Show: FUEGO
Two shows: 3 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Silent auction one hour prior to each
Milo Smith Tower Theatre • $10/$12
presale at cwu.edu/tickets or Wildcat
Shop • All tickets $12 at the door
16 student designers present their
original lines and an array of styles.
Late Night Movie: Captain Marvel
8:30 p.m. • Recreation North Lawn
Hang out with your friends! Free
movie, snacks and lawn games.
SUN. JUNE 2
Queer Bistro
1 - 4 p.m. • 1891 Bistro
Relax and visit before Finals.
MON. JUNE 3
Chavez-King Leadership Institute
Applications Due
Join next year’s cohort. Stop by
SURC 256 for more information.
Monday Movie: Escape Room
7 & 9:30 p.m. • SURC Theatre • Free/$3
Six strangers learn that solving the
clues in their adventure is actually a
live-or-die scenario.

Cereaously Confused
Dear Bad Pun,
First off, I’m impressed
that you worked out how to
spell my name in my native
tongue. It’s still pronounced
Rune Torgersen, but people
here have an easier time saying it if I spell it phonetically.
I think of cereal as a form of
deconstructed alfredo pasta,
actually. Then again, maybe
pasta is just really thick soup
with things in it. If we’re going down that rabbit hole,
that’d make marinara sauce
a form of tomato broth, and
spaghetti a kind of wonton,
which almost makes too
much sense if you ask me.
We could also classify cereal
as a cheese sandwich, except
the bread is torn up and the
cheese hasn’t yet been fermented. If that’s the case,
then I think one could argue
that serving plain milk in a
bread bowl would be just like
eating cereal. Or maybe it’s
the cereal that’s just like eating milk from a bread bowl,
only with the bowl inside the
milk instead of outside.
Of course, if you try any of
these reclassification shenanigans in culinary school,
they’ll likely make you eat
your own chef hat and tell
you it’s a salad.
Hope that clears it up!
Sincerely,
Rune Danger Torgersen

Last Day to Complete SEOIs
Share feedback on academic
instruction in your classes.

Submit a burning
question you have.

JUNE 3-7
Don’t Waste, Donate
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. (ends at noon on 6/7)
SURC E Patio and SURC tabling area
CLCE will collect good-condition
items and non perishables to benefit
the Cold Weather Shelter and PUSH!

Email us at
cwuobserver@gmail.com

Call for reader work

Book Buy Back
8 a.m. - 7 p.m. (5 p.m. on Friday) at
the Wildcat Shop
Get some cash back for your
textbooks, and help the Wildcat Shop
keep prices lower for students.

By Teagan Kimbro

Follow us on
social media!

Do you have a letter
to the editor or a burning
opinion you want
published?

Instagram @ CWUObserver

We would love your work!

Twitter @ CWU Observer

Email us at cwuobserver@
gmail.com or stop by Lind
115 M - Tu 5-6 p.m. for
inquiries.

Facebook / CWU Observer

